




Source:  The Buffalo Sunday Morning News – March 30th, 1913

Article:  “At the banquet of  the Optimist club, a society of  business men who teach 

and practice optimism in business”



Source:  The Courier Journal, Louisville – April 9, 1919

At a Louisville Optimist Club 

Board of  Directors meeting in 

Louisville in April 1919,  a 

decision was made to become 

an international organization 

and charter clubs outside of  the 

United States



Source:  The Courier Journal, Louisville – June 21st, 1919

The Tyler Hotel Picture:  https://www.pinterest.ca/pin/562457440936990066/

• In June 1919, Optimist members 

from across US attended 1st 

Optimist Convention at The Tyler 

Hotel in Louisville KY

• International Club Officers were 

elected, plans were developed to 

expand internationally

• Article:  “...Optimism, the thing that 

makes the world go round, and makes 

the people in the world go round with it, 

and work and help and be cheerful 

while doing it.  It is too good a thing to 

keep at home.”

Picture of  The Tyler Hotel

https://www.pinterest.ca/pin/562457440936990066/




Source:  “Bringing Out the Best – First Century of  Optimist International”, published by Optimist International in 2019

• Born in Ontario on August 20th, 1889

• 1915 – obtained a degree from University of Toronto

• Joined Canadian Army as a Forward Observation Officer in 

France in WW1

• 1917 - returned to Canada after being injured

• 1923 – responded to an ad in Toronto Globe “to help organize 

Optimist Clubs in Canada.”   Following the war, he felt that 

“…veterans and others needed Optimism as they attempted to 

rebuild their lives…”

• November 1923 -  became 1st Canadian Field Director of 

Optimist International

• January 1924 - organized and chartered the first Optimist 

club outside of the US – The Optimist Club of Toronto 

• June 1924 -  helped to charter the 2nd club in Canada – the 

Optimist Club of Hamilton



Source:  “The Optimist” Magazine, March 1924

• Article:  “The first Canadian Optimist 

club was enthusiastically started on its 

way Tuesday night, February 26th … at 

an elaborate banquet at the Prince 

George Hotel, Toronto.”

• After dinner, members in attendance 

enjoyed listening to and “…singing 

… optimist songs composed by members 

of  the Toronto club.”

• Optimist International President 

Jim Chilton “…received a great 

reception…” when speaking about 

the accomplishments of the club.  

• The charter was formally presented 

by Jim Chilton to Ben Stephenson, 

the club’s 1st President during the 

formal portion of the evening.

Article in “The Optimist” Magazine 

regarding the Charter Presentation 

Celebration banquet on February 26, 

1924



Source:  “The Optimist” Magazine, September 1924

• Article:  “The Optimist Club of  Hamilton officially came 

into being on Monday, June 9th when about one hundred 

diners sat down to the banquet held in the ballroom of  the 

Royal Connaught Hotel to celebrate the presentation of  the 

club’s charter by Jay Goodrich.”

• In his speech, Optimist Field Director Skilling, 

“…emphasized co-operation (between service clubs) as one 

of  the chief  planks of  OPTIMISTIM.  Co-operation must 

and will replace competition in business and elsewhere …co-

operation results from a proper understanding of  each 

other…”

• Representatives from the Chamber of Commerce, 

Rotary Club, Kiwanis Club, Lion’s Club, and 

Kinsmen’s Club attended the ceremonies and “… spoke 

feelingly with regard to the club’s place and prospects in 

Hamilton.”



Source:  The Brantford Expositor, Brantford, Ontario, December 13th, 1924

“Organized optimism will make its initial 

appearance in Brantford … when 40 Optimists, 

members of  the Optimist clubs of  Toronto and 

Hamilton, together with a group of  Brantford 

business mem interested in the establishment of  a 

branch of  Optimist International in this city, 

will join a banquet at Victoria Hall… In 

addition to community service and patriotic 

endeavor, one of  the main objectives of  the 

organization … is to foster, practice, and 

organize optimism.”



• Article in the February 1925 edition 

of  “The Optimist” Magazine 

outlining current and future plans to 

organize clubs across the US and 

Canada, including in Brampton (ON), 

Brantford (ON), and Edmonton (AB).

Source:  “The Optimist” Magazine, February 1925



Source:  “The Optimist” Magazine, March 1925

• Article: “ His first visit to Canada … 400 

Business Men Greet (President Sherman 

Rogers) … and remain for three hours to hear 

his stirring message”

• “Ninety-five percent of  mankind wants to be 

square… Faith in fellowman is the gyroscope of  

civilization…”



• Article:  “The story of  the formation of  the 

Edmonton, Alberta club makes interesting 

reading … under the leadership of  Mr. Lloyd E. 

Wood (the club) … has gone steadily forward 

until they now have twenty members enrolled … 

Edmonton will be the ‘Daddy’ of  many clubs in 

the Canadian Northwest.”

Source:  “The Optimist” Magazine, May 1925



Source:  Edmonton Journal Newspaper, page 5, February 24th,1925

• Club will be known as “The Friend of  the Boy”

• The club, “…will aim to remove all causes for 

delinquency and undertake a constructive work in behalf  

of  future citizens.”

• At the first luncheon of  the club Judge Taylor of  the 

District Court was the guest speaker and he stated, 

“…It is surprising that not more has been done for the first 

offender, for a boy reclaimed is an asset, not a liability.  As 

it costs the country $2,800 for every conviction, there is an 

economical reason also for such work.”





Source:  “Bringing Out the Best – First Century of  Optimist International”, published by Optimist International in 2019

Pictures:  https://www.vintageinn.ca/tag/history-of-the-royal-york-hotel-toronto/

• In 1934, 1st Canadian Optimist 

International Convention was held in 

Canada at the Royal York Hotel in Toronto 

• 600+ members and their families attended 

“…one of  the finest conventions in the first 20 

years of  Optimist International.”

• Henry Schaffert from Washington DC 

elected as International President.  In his 

acceptance speech he stated he is, 

“…committed to helping spread Optimism 

throughout Canada.”

Picture of  Royal York Hotel in Toronto

https://www.vintageinn.ca/tag/history-of-the-royal-york-hotel-toronto/


Source:  “Bringing Out the Best – First Century of  Optimist International”, published by Optimist International in 2019

• Was a principal of Jarvis Street Auxiliary School when 

the Optimist Club of Ontario sponsored the schools 

harmonica band

• 1925 - joined the Toronto Optimist Club after he spoke 

out about vocational training for boys at a club meeting 

• Early 1930’s – organized a program where club members 

would spend 1 hour each week mentoring a boy

• 1931 – invited to speak at an Optimist International 

Convention about the need to support boys – “…there is 

no such thing as a ‘bad’ boy…”  Rather, “…the problem of  

delinquency…” caused by a lack of training and 

leadership development opportunities

• 1937 – elected as 1937/38 President of Optimist 

International at an convention in Fort Worth, Texas



Source:  The Calgary Herald – February 26th, 1938



Source:  The Montreal Gazette, page 19, March 5th, 1938

• 1938 - “Forty-five Montreal business and professional 

men met at the Berkely Hotel last night to perfect 

plans for the forming of  the Optimist Club of  

Montreal.”

• During the meeting, Paul Wickham, first club 

president stated, “…Optimist International has 

become famous throughout North America because 

of  its devotion to high ideals…Not only do Optimist 

Clubs take part in every worthwhile civic activity, 

but they also have earned distinction for their 

wholehearted and successful efforts to aid needy 

boys.”





• 2nd Canadian Optimist International 

Convention held June 29, 1955 in Montreal 

at Sheraton Mount Royal Hotel 

• Countries represented at convention 

included US, Canada, Cuba, and Mexico

• Members of  the Royal Canadian Air Cadets 

presented the colors of  the Optimist nations

• Dr. Donald J. Twiss from Brantford (ON) 

elected as International President.  During 

acceptance speech he stated, “…the future of  

(Optimism) is as bright as the brightest star in the 

universe…”

Picture of Mount Royal Hotel in Montreal



Source:  The Gazette – July 4th, 1955





Source:  The Calgary Herald –  November 11th, 1966





https://www.calgary.ca/rec-locations/athletic-parks/optimist.html
https://www.calgary.ca/rec-locations/athletic-parks/optimist.html




Women Allowed to Join 

Optimist Clubs

• June 1987 – Weeks before the 1987 Optimist 

International Convention in Montreal, the 

organization finally abandoned the ruling that 

only men could join an Optimist Club after a US 

Supreme Court ruling forced the Rotary Club 

organization to allow women to join.

• Article: “...The decision to strike down the men-only 

provision in the club’s constitution followed the United 

States Supreme Courts decision May 4th ordering 

Rotary International, another service organization, to 

accept applications from women.”

• Optimist International President Lester Craft 

stated, “… the decision will attract new members and 

expand the organization’s community services.”

Source:  The Gazette, Montreal, page 3, June 29th, 1987





Source:  Times Record News, Wichita Falls, Texas, page 8, September 10th, 1991

Jewel Thompson from Wichita Falls, “…Optimist’s first female governor plans to break new ground, not as 

a woman, but as an Optimist … She’s come a long way and so has Optimist.  The organization first allowed 

women members in July 1986.”





October 17, 2001 the 

Optimist Clubs of  

Midwestern and 

Southwestern Ontario 

Districts announced their 

commitment to raise $1 

Million to help fund an 

Opticare Zone at the 

Children’s Hospital of  

Western Ontario in London, 

Ontario.  By 2005, they 

reached their target and the 

project was completed.



In 2001, Alberta Curling Federation asked the Optimist Club of 

Calgary to sponsor the creation of an U-18 Alberta Provincial 

Curling Championship.  All other clubs in Alberta decided to join in 

and become the Title Sponsor for what is now the annual Curling 

Alberta Optimist U18 Championship. This led to the creation of the 

Canadian U18 Curling Championships by Curling Canada.  At 

an Awards Ceremony in July, 2022, Curling Alberta thanked 

Optimist Clubs of Alberta and awarded them with a “Partner of the 

Year” Award.



Building a ski hill in a city like Saskatoon 

seemed like an impossible idea.  Despite 

this, the Optimist Clubs of Saskatoon had 

a dream and the passion to make it a 

reality.  Construction started around 2013, 

and with the help of the City of 

Saskatoon, local businesses, and 

community groups, they raised over $3 

Million to build it.  They had to move 

147,000 cubic meters of dirt from the base 

of the park’s hill to the top in order to have 

300 meter long ski and snowboard runs.  It 

officially opened in 2019 with plenty of 

space for downhill skiing, snowboarding 

and tubing.  It even has a chalet, snow 

making equipment, ski lifts, and 

equipment rentals

Saskatoon Optimist Clubs Build a Ski 

Hill in their City



https://campus.calgarystampede.com/transalta-amenities
https://campus.calgarystampede.com/transaltaperformingartsstudios
https://corporate.calgarystampede.com/foundation/programs/young-canadians
https://corporate.calgarystampede.com/foundation/programs/stampede-showband
https://corporate.calgarystampede.com/foundation/programs/stampede-showband


In February 2020, Optimist 

International asked Jean-Claude 

St-Onge and Claire Labreche to 

consider taking on a 3 year pilot 

project to run a separate Optimist 

organization in Canada that could 

better serve the language and 

cultural needs of French speaking 

Canadians. A rollout plan was 

developed and organizational 

structure created.  On April 17, 

2021 a vote was held at a 

Constituent Assembly and the 

Optimistes Francophones 

Canadiens was born. They now 

have 255 clubs with 4831 members 

across Canada.





Source:  https://www.optimist.org/member/clubdirectory/country.cfm

World picture:  

From 1924 when the 1st Optimist Club was 

formed outside of the US in Toronto to 

current, we now have over 2,800 clubs in 28 

countries across the globe!

https://www.optimist.org/member/clubdirectory/country.cfm


Help us celebrate 100 Years of Optimism in 

Canada at Niagara Falls, Ontario in 2024!
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